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Heath Rada receives his confrmation as Moderator  - by Michael Whitman

   The 221st General Assembly
(2014) of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) (GA221) will most likely go
down in history as one that said
�yes� on a number of controversial
issues that have been before
various Assemblies
without resolution.

   GA221 took purposeful action on
the questions of same-gender
marriage, divestment from
companies pursuing non-peaceful
business practices in Israel-
Palestine, including the Confession
of Belhar in the Book of
Confessions, and reorganizing and
revitalizing synods.

   The 654 commissioners spent a
great deal of time crafting
messages and means for interpret-
ing their actions, emphasizing the
importance of individual
conscience in Presbyterian polity,
and devising plans for church
leaders to visit all 171 presbyteries
to seek as much reconciliation as is
possible in a deeply
divided church.

   And they chose a leader with
conciliatory style and a
ready smile.

   Ruling Elder Heath Rada of Western North
Carolina Presbytery was elected Moderator of

retired and living in Montreat, N.C., is a former
president of the Presbyterian School of
Christian Education in Richmond, Va., and

Richmond branch of the American Red Cross.
A skilled mediator, Rada told the Assembly:

together and disagree. A mediator can help

   Rada's Vice-Moderator is the Reverend
Larissa Kwong Abazia, a Chinese-American
pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Forest
Hills, a multicultural, multiethnic congrega-
tion in Queens, N.Y. She echoed Rada's-and
the Assembly's-call for reconciliation. �If we
can share our stories so we can learn and
build relationships, we won't feel so isolated
or disconnected from the larger church,�
she said.
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Ỳes' to divestment from
three U.S. companies

Committee on Civil Union and Marriage Issues- by Danny Bolin

   Commissioners voted 310-303
(51%-49%) to divest from three
companies whose business
practices the Assembly deter-
mined are contributing to
non-peaceful pursuits in Israel-
Palestine. The companies are
Caterpillar, Hewlett-Packard, and
Motorola Solutions.

   A similar measure was defeated
by the 2012 Assembly 333-331.
The Mission Responsibility
Through Investment Committee
has been attempting corporate
engagement with the three
companies, without success, since
an action by the 2004 General
Assembly.

   The Assembly emphasized that
the vote was not a vote to divest
from Israel and did not represent
in any way endorsement of the
more controversial BDS (boycott,
divestment, sanctions) Movement
and in a preamble added to the
divestment action said:

   �The PC(USA) has a long-standing
commitment to peace in Israel-
Palestine. We recognize the
complexity of the issues, the
decades-long struggle, and the pain

practices of both the Israeli govern-
ment and Palestinian entities. We
further acknowledge and confess
our own complicity in both the

Israelis and Palestinians [yearning
for justice and reconciliation.]�

   By a vote of 371-238 (61%-39%), the
Assembly approved an �authoritative
interpretation� of section W-4.9000 of the
Book of Order to grant pastors discretion in
determining whether or not to conduct
same-gender marriages in civil jurisdictions
where such marriages are legal. The ruling,
which currently applies to 19 states and the

ban on Presbyterian pastors conducting
marriages for same-gender couples in those
jurisdictions that was imposed by an authori-
tative interpretation issued by the 1991
General Assembly. The authoritative interpre-

   The Assembly also proposed an amendment
to W-4.9001 that would change the constitu-

man and a woman� to �two people, tradition-
ally [between] a man and a woman.� The vote
on the proposed amendment-which goes to
the denomination's 171 presbyteries for

(71%-29%). (cont'd on p.3)

Ỳes' to same-gender marriage:
pastoral discretion and a
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The Bottom Line

   Actions taken during the Assembly added $295,119 to the General Assembly mission
budget for 2015 and $68,418 for the 2016 budget. Therefore, the Assembly approved
revised mission budgets for the two years of $73,671,744 and $78,226,389 respectively. The
2016 budget is higher because in that year the next Presbyterian Youth Triennium will be
held, drawing thousands of Presbyterian young people to the campus of Purdue University
in Indiana.

   Similarly, other Assembly actions added $14,800 to the 2014 per capita budget, $124,945
to the 2015 budget, and $61,165 for 2016. As a result, the Assembly voted to increase the

2015 and to $7.12 in 2016.

Commissioners speak to various issues at the Assembly - by Michael Whitman

7



Assembly in Brief is a partnership of the Presbyterian News Service and

Written by Jerry L. Van Marter,
Coordinator, Presbyterian News Service

Edited by Toya Richards Jackson,
Assistant Stated Clerk and Associate for Communications,

Designed by Randy Hobson,
Coordinator of Web Services,

Photography by Danny Bolin
and Michal Whitman

Contributing writers: Pat Cole, Bethany Daily, Erin Cox-Holmes,
Mike Ferguson, Paul Seebeck, Rachel Shussett,

Bob Sloan, Eva Stimson.


